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EDITORIAL
A Personal Note
I wanted to express my greatful appreciation to those people who through this newsletter donated
to my son’s Just Giving Page in connection with his participation in the London Marathon. He was
through your generosity able to exceed the target amount he was required to raise and completed
the run in just under three hours.
The Graham Feest Website Library
Due to a significant upgrade within the operating system of the website, it has resulted in the main
document library having to be taken off line for the time being. This does however expedite the need
for a revised approach which had been oustanding for a while given the growing number of documents
which the library had contained, some of which had been superceded or were very much out of date.
We will be working on the new approach over the next couple of months and hope to have something
in place by the end of the year. There is still an intention to add the lastest published documents
consultations and papers, as noted in the newsletters but there will be a retention policy for them
to be on the site moving forward.
Graham Feest Events 2023
The Graham Feest Consultancy organise a number of Conference Style Events around the UK each
year and to date four have been arranged for 2023 with another two or three dates and locations to
follow.
The all important underpinning theme for 2023 will be based on
“Delivering the Safe System Approach” which will, we understand, be
a key thread of the New Road Safety Strategic Framework when it is
published.
With the support of the Sponsors, HCC Solicitors, Clearview
Intelligence and Geveko with hopefully another to follow we are
please to confirm that despite the current cost of living rise, the price
of these events will remain the same as this year.
The Graham Feest Consultancy is also an acccreditted Training Provider for CIHT and therefore these
events support the requirements for madantory and otherwise CPD delivered on the basis of High
Value at Low Cost.
Dates and Venues for 2023 arranged to date include
Monday 30th January 2023 The Holiday Inn, Coventry
Monday 27th February 2023 The Queens Hotel, Cheltenham
Monday 25th September 2023 The Guildhall, Hull
Monday 2nd October 2023 The Radisson Hotel, Perth
Although the actual details have not been published as yet for these events you can book you place
for any of the above by going to https://www.grahamfeest.com/gfc-events/delivering-the-safesystems-approach/ linking to the event you wish to book and then completing the form.
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ROADPOL
Often featured in this newsletter are items which are going on in other countries reported through
ROADPOL. ROADPOL is a network of European traffic police forces which is led by senior police
officers and is primarily committed to reducing the number of deaths and serious injuries on European
roads. The members are the traffic police forces of various European countries, but also include
countries outside Europe if they wish to parfticipate.
At the recent ROADPOL Council meeting, held in Madrid, Spain Elvira Zsinkai from
Hungary was elected as the new President.
One of the key activities co-ordinated by ROADPOL is the safety days/weeks throughout
participating countries delivering collectively on issues aimed at saving lives.
Such a campaign run in late Septemeber
resulted in 42,353 drivers being caught using a
mobile device without a hands-free equipment
while driving. Thirteen countries participated
in this operation and checked for the
prohibited use of mobile phones, other
technical devices and other forms of
distraction. The regulations about distraction
in European countries vary but in most of them
using a mobile phone without a hands-free

equipment while driving is forbidden. The
police of the participating countries checked
over 1,400,000 road users at more than 33,000
control spots where 124,952 different types of
violations were found. 42,353 drivers used
their mobile phone to call or text while driving
without a hands-free equipment. 284 drivers
used their device as a navigation system (also
without hands-free equipment).

In the Netherlands, for example, 1324 violations were caught by police officers and 3360 violations
by the new technical enforcement tool MONO-cam. The device recognizes automatically if a driver
is holding an electronic device in his/her hand and takes two pictures. The photos are always double
checked by two police officers. A large number of drivers, 10.633, were caught watching TV/DVD,
reading a newspaper or eating while driving (forbidden for drivers in Switzerland and Poland while
transporting passengers).
In Finland
Drink driving is still as cause for concern in Finland as it is in almost every
country in the world. Since 1988 the Police in the Scandinavian country have
been carrying out nation-wide breathalyser tests twice a year, in spring and
autumn, with 100% of drivers passing the checkpoint being tested.
This autumn’s Police spot checks involved 38,487 drivers who were subjected to breathalyser tests.
In total, 73 drivers (0.18%) were recorded as drunk. Those who had consumed some alcohol but did
not exceed the limit were 248 (0.63%). The number of clearly drunk drivers in the traffic flow was
slightly higher than in preceding years while the number of those who were under the incriminating
limit of alcohol consumption was slightly lower. The percentage of drunk drivers in traffic was at its
lowest in 2012 (0.11%) and at its highest in 1990 (0.25%). There is some yearly variation in the numbers
but the percentage has remained fairly established between 0.11 and 0.14 during the past few years.
The drivers picked up in the traffic flow are subjected to a screening with a breathalyser. If the result
is lower than the punishable limit, or 0.50 ‰ or 0.22 mg/l, the driver is recorded as one who has
consumed a few sips. If the result of the screening exceeds the punishable limit, the driver is sent to
a precision alcometer or blood test. If the content of alcohol exceeds the punishable limit, the driver
is recorded as drunk.
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PUBLICATION OF ROAD SAFETY REPORTS UNDER FIRE
David Davies, Executive Director of the Parliamentary Advisory Council on Transport Safety (PACTS)
has expressed concern and has questioned the DfT withholding four inportant reports on road safety.
He list as oustanding;
The Summary of responses to the Roads Policing Review call for evidence which closed in
November 2020. Does it really take two years to summarise 159 responses?
A research report on the effectiveness of road safety targets, delivered January 2021. Are
the findings too inconvenient for the DfT who commissioned it but dislikes targets?
The e-scooter rental trials monitoring report. Long completed by the consultants, ministers
said it would be published in September 2021. Other data on the number of trips, distance, by whom
etc are routinely published [by] the DfT? What is so special about e-scooters?
Research by BritainThinks into road safety semiotics. This would provide useful guidance to
communication practitioners. What is so scary for the DfT about publishing it?'
PACTS had made repeated requests and appeals supported by others but the DfT claims an exemption
on the grounds that the Government intends to publish these reports. However if they are to wait for
the Government to publish, given the current state of things, it look very likely that we will have a
while to wait yet.
FINES FROM UNINSURED DRIVERS SINCE 2012.
In a recent study by Confused.com, they have identify the UK police forces that have collected the
most from motorists driving without insurance between 2012 and 2021.
Police fine collections from uninsured motorists
Rank

Police Force

Total fines given (2012-2021)

1.
2.
3.
4.
5.
6.
7.
8.
9.
10.

Metropolitan
West Yorkshire
West Midlands
South Wales
Sussex
Greater Manchester
Hertfordshire
West Mercia
Avon and Somerset
Lancashire

220,694
101,859
60,228
77,907
12,183
45,205
53,176
49,036
48,730
35,540

Total fine amount (2012-2021)
£75,756,926
£31,946,116
£23,433,073
£18,628,716
£17,840,470
£13,541,311
£13,108,601
£12,981,571
£12,555,191
£12,487,794
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GRADUATED DRIVING LICENSING
I regret to say that I have never been a fan of what is referred to as GDL which really isn’t in my book
-it is restricting drivers for a period of time to be allowed to do certain things and then to say to
them OK we have now lifted the restrictions. Ideas put forward of what newly qualified drivers should
be probibited to do are based on evidence about the risks and outcomes in terms of collisions and
injuries which tends to surround driving in the dark and having passengers in the car.
I have to ask two fundemental questions.
What during their learning period are they taught in a
practical way about driving in the dark or driving with
other people in the car – NOTHING. Then we seem to come
out with the idea that after a given period of time it will
be OK to do it without any intervention and until that
situation is remedied either pre or post test we really get
what we have failed to do.
We also need to take note that newly qualified drivers who
mostly fall into the “age of concern” in this respect will do
most of their driving at night and with their fellow friends
so it is perhaps not surprising that this is when they are
exposed to the whole driving risks and therefore when
sadly incidents are most likely. I recall from my own
personal experience that the first time I drove a car after
passing my test on my own was in the dark and the only
learning I had was from the observations of my Father’s
night time driving.
It demonstrates to me that we fail our learner drivers duriung the time they are learning by
concentrating only on what is likely to be tested and not helped by the fact that driving instructors
are measured by test results which discourages them from teaching what is not going to be tested.
However a new study has found (claims) that graduated driver licensing (GDL) can improve road
safety while having 'minimal impact' on new drivers’ access to education, employment and social
activities – upon that I have no reason to doubt.
A new report by TRL – Supporting New Drivers in Great Britain - for the RAC Foundation and the Rees
Jeffreys Road Fund, found that the UK lags behind other countries in implementing GDL due to
concerns which are essentially unfounded. Worries associated with GDL, such as access to
employment and education, its impact on rural areas and the difficulty of enforcement, were largely
dismissed by the new study.
The RAC Foundation highlighted that currently, young drivers are disproportionately likely to be
involved in a crash, with pre-COVID data showing that almost a quarter (24%) of those killed or
seriously injured on Britain’s roads were in a collision involving a young driver (aged 17-24 years old)
even though this age group makes up only about 7% of the total driving population. International
evidence claims that GDL, in one form or another, can reduce collisions and trauma from collisions
involving young drivers, by 20-40%.
You can find a copy of the report at https://www.grahamfeest.com/resources/latest-uploads/
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NEW VEHICLE LIGHTING TECHNOLOGY
Many people become disorientated when driving in the dark and coupled with poor road lighting and
road markings some 40% of collisions happen during the hours of darkness varying in terms of the
time of the year.
The risk increases whenever a driver takes their eyes off the road. Focussing on and orientating
yourself in a dark vehicle means more time spent not looking at the road in front. A vehicle travelling
at at 56 mph covers 25 metres per second. It means that even a short glance at the satnav screen,
or tuning the radio, can result in ‘driving blind’ for ten metres or more. On an unlit road, this could
potentially mean missing an important sign, a bend in the road or an obstacle.
Ford is currently trialling new headlight technology that projects directions, speed limits or weather
information onto the road so the driver’s gaze can
remain fixed on the way ahead. Unlike previous
systems that project onto the windscreen, this
method means it is in the line of sight on the road in
front outside the vehicle. The technology could even
provide the driver with information about changes in
weather, such as snow falling, fog, slippery
conditions, or an icy road ahead. Connecting the
headlight to the navigation system could display upcoming turns, while the width of the vehicle could
be projected onto the road, helping the the driver to judge whether the vehicle will fit through a
gap or into a parking space.
THE MORNING AFTER CAMPAIGN
Recognised as being a big and growing issue in drink drive -The Morning After campaign is seeking a
commercial partner to support its vision of producing free resources for road safety teams across the
UK. The Campaign founded in 2006 is widely recognised as the ‘go to’ source of information about
morning after drink driving.
More than 40 road safety teams and organisations participated in
the campaign between 2010-2019, purchasing resources such as
posters, beer mats and social media graphics and Morning After
website, https://morning-after.org.uk/ contains a free-to-use
calculator advising how long it takes for alcohol to pass through the
body.
Now the campaign is looking for a commercial partnership will enable a new imputus along with new
resouces which can be distributed free in order to keep the message alive.
ROWDY CAMERAS
The Government has launched a trial of a camera designed to identify and track drivers who break
the law by revving engines and using modified exhausts.
Initially the road camera is operating in Bradford before moving to South Gloucestershire, Great
Yarmouth and Birmingham as part of a trial to clampdown on antisocial driving. The new technology
being trialled uses a video camera in conjunction with a number of microphones to pinpoint
excessively noisy vehicles as they pass by.
The camera photographs the vehicle and records the noise level to create a ‘digital package of
evidence’ that local police can use to fine drivers.
5

Traffic Safety Roads
E-SCOOTER CASUALTIES 2021
IAM RoadSmart, is urging the Government to do much more to drive down the number of death and
injuries on Britain’s roads. The Department for Transport’s (DfT) latest
findings in: Reported Road casualties Great Britain, annual report: 2021
caused IAM RoadSmart to focus in on e-scooters after that data revealed
that there 1,434 casualties involving e-scooters, of which 10 people were
killed, 421 were seriously injured and 1,003 were slightly injured.
This is in contrast to the DfT’s 2020 statistics, which recorded 484
casualties involving e-scooters, including one death, 128 serious injuries
and 355 slight injuriesmeaning that there has been a 900 per cent increase in deaths in just 12
months.

MOTORCYCLISTS WHO HAVE BEEN A VICTIM OF ROAD RAGE
Nottingham Trent University along with IAM RoadSmart Policy and British Horse Society Research have
joined together on a project to help defuse road rage aimed at vulnerable road users (VRUs).
The main pedestrian, cyclist and horse bodies are involved and IAM RoadSmart are contributing with
the experiences and views of motorcyclists. The project is ultimately intended to investigate the
effects and benefits of mindfulness techniques in mitigating anger, frustration, and aggression from
car drivers towards VRUs.
The final output will be mindfulness resources such as videos designed for car drivers who get stressed
and angry around the more at risk groups on our roads. As a first stage, the researchers are looking
for feedback from the victims of road rage.
They want verbatim reports (no more than a few paragraphs) about any incident where you were the
victim of road rage, how that made you feel and why you think it happened. Send a short note on
your experiences direct to Editha.vanloon@ntu.ac.uk and any questions to David.crundall@ntu.ac.uk

CITY OF LONDON 15MPH BLOCKED
The City of London’s plans to introduce a 15mph speed limit have we understand been blocked by
the Government.
This limit was first proposed back in 2018 as part of ‘radical’ plan
to prioritise pedestrians and cyclists travelling in the Square Mile.
However, the DfT has blocked the move, saying it would be difficult
to enforce the new lower limit because not all cars have a
speedometer which have each 5mph marked out on the scale.
In effort to support the bid to implement a 15mph speed limit, the Corporation commissioned
researchers to assess the road safety benefits of the proposal. They found that the risk of someone
being killed in a collision with a car travelling at 20-25mph was between 10% and 20%. This falls to
between 2% and 5% when the speed is between 10-15mph.
Despite the rejection, reports suggest that the City of London Corporation is planning to install
‘advisory’ 15mph signs along the roads within its jurisdiction although they will not be allowed to
use the traditional circle speed limit signs.
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NEW ROADS MINISTER
Such as things are just at the moment in Government, I might well be changing this
next month but I can announce that Katherine Fletcher MP for South Ribble, has been
appointed as the new roads minister taking over from Baroness Vere who remains at
the DfT, picking up the portfolio for aviation and local transport.
While yet to be confirmed, it is expected her portfolio will comprise:
•
•
•
•

roads (including National Highways)
motoring agencies (DVSA, DVLA, VCA)
buses and taxis
light rail (including tram, underground and metro systems)

The new roads minister arrives at an important moment, as the road safety sector awaits the
publication of the new Road Safety Strategic Framework along with some other reports referred to
eleswhere in this newsletter.
NEW CAMERA DETECTION TRIAL
A camera system to catch drivers using mobile phones behind the wheel is being trialled in Devon
and Cornwall. The technology can also detect whether drivers are wearing a seatbelt, is being rolled
out on select routes across the two counties.
The trial is being funded by the Vision Zero South West road safety partnership and overseen by Devon
and Cornwall Police in an effort to deter drivers from distractions which can result in serious and
fatal collisions.
The system, developed by Australian firm Acusensus, is housed in a vehicle equipped with multiple
cameras which record footage of passing motorists. Images captured by the cameras are processed
using artificial intelligence to determine if motorists were using a
handheld mobile phone or if drivers and passengers were without a seat
belt. It can also determine the speed a vehicle was travelling at the time.
Any images in which a potential offence is detected are then reviewed by
a human. If an offence has been correctly identified, the driver will either
be sent a warning letter or a notice of intended prosecution.

NEW PRINTED VERSION OF THE HIGHWAY CODE
The new printed version of The Highway Code is available in shops and online.
The new print version includes the recent changes to the Highway Code
including:
• self-driving vehicles
• hand-held mobile rules change
• changes to sentencing for driving related offences
Since January, The Highway Code has included improved guidance on
taking responsibility for one’s own safety and that of people around
you, based on their relative vulnerability.
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CHANGING THE MOT REGIME REJECTED
Plans floated to change the compulsory MOT from every year to every two years to reduce the cost
of living have been rejected by a majority of motorists.
The suggestion to relax the frequency of the MOT was made earlier this year and
not for the first time but drivers believe it will lead to a rise in the number of
unsafe vehicles on the road.
According to a survey by the RAC More than half (55%) of the 1,435 drivers
surveyed said they felt changing the MOT to
every two years was a bad idea. Just over a
fifth (22%) said they thought it was a good idea
while a similar proportion (23%) were unsure.

drivers more in the long run due to problems
or defects going undetected and becoming
more costly to repair, while 44% believe it
might cause garages to put prices up for other
repairs to compensate for lost earnings from
doing less MOT work.

When asked why they felt it was a bad idea,
the overwhelming majority (98%) said it would
result in more unsafe vehicles on the road
while a fifth (20%) thought it would lead to an
increase in the number of collisions on the
road. Almost two-thirds (61%) believe it would
result in more vehicles breaking down.

Among the fifth of drivers who believe the
changes would be a good idea, three-quarters
(74%) say modern cars are more reliable and
do not need annual checks, while more than
half (54%) believe it will save them money.
A confident 41% told the RAC that they check
their car for basic roadworthiness and don’t
need to pay for someone to do it officially on
an annual basis.

Drivers are also not convinced about the
possible money-saving benefits. More than half
(58%) say the changes could end up costing

The MOT has been in place across the UK since 1960 when it was basically about brakes, lights,
steering and tyres but has been expanded over the years to include additional checks, such as vehicle
emissions which were added to the list of items required to be scrutinised in 2018.
It also underwent a major change in May 2018 with the move away from a simple pass or fail with
advisories to a new five-category system. Failures were split into two classes: major and dangerous,
while three pass categories were introduced: pass; pass with minor defects; and a pass with
advisories.
The Government decided against extending the first MoT test to four years due to safety concerns in
2018. At the time, ministers said that the majority of responses it received to a consultation were
against the proposals on safety grounds, arguing that the savings to motorists were outweighed by
the risk to road users and the test often highlights upcoming issues affecting the vehicle.
NEW SPEEDING CAMPAIGN
RoadPeace is currently working on a speeding campaign which is being supported with funding from
the DfT. The project is innovative in linking road crash victims' voices with achieving
road safety objectives and behaviour change in relation to Driver's attitude to speed
and evaluating changes in attitudes and behaviour as a result. They are keen to hear
from people who have suffered harm or bereavement as a result of a speeding driver
and would like to get involved in this important project Contact Sara Battey
sara.battey@roadpeace.org .
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TOO MANY DRIVERS GET AWAY WITH IT
Cycling UK has renewed its call on the Government to close the loophole which allows repeat
offenders to escape lossing their licence who accumulate 12 or more points within a three-year period
and should be banned for a minimum of six month driving. Within the law the courts can allow drivers
to retain their entitlement to drive where it is considered that disqualification would cause
exceptional hardship.
They have calculated more than 83,000 drivers with 12 points or more
have escaped disqualification in the past 10 years on this basis and in
October 2020 this led to the Sentencing Council issuing guidance to
magistrates, designed to reduce this number. It is reported, however
that this has led to courts instead imposing short and quite ineffective
discretionary disqualifications of a few weeks where people have
received 12 or more points rather than the minimum of six months.
Duncan Dollimore, Cycling UK’s head of campaigns, said:
“The result is people who should be facing six month or longer driving bans are continuing to pose a
risk on our roads, often with fatal results. The law, as it is, does not deliver justice and fails to reduce
danger on our roads. For more than eight years the Government has recognised that our road traffic
laws are failing – it’s about time they brought in their much needed change. Exceptional hardship is
when the courts put the retention of someone’s licence to drive above the safety of other road users.
Exceptional hardship is when the courts allow irresponsible people to carry on driving until they cause
further harm or death on the roads.”
DRUG DRIVING - CANNABIS
The tougher we are on drugs use the safer our roads will become is the view of D.tec International,
as it enters the debate over whether cannabis should be reclassified from a Class B to a Class A drug.
At a meeting which took place during the recent
Conservative Party Conference, a group of police and crime
commissioners argued that new health data on cannabis
makes the case for re-evaluating penalties. A
reclassification to put cannabis in the same category as
heroin, cocaine and ecstasy and would result in tougher
penalties for possession and potential life sentences for
suppliers and producers.
Overall statistics show one in eight fatalities on the road are caused by drug drivers according to
D.Tec International, supplies drug driver testing equipment to every police force in England, Wales
and Scotland, demonstrating that it is now more prevalent in society than drink driving and therefore
strongly believe that the Government must do more to tackle the UK’s growing drugs problem which
is very much supported by police and crime commissioners.
WORLD DAY OF REMEMBRANCE FOR ROAD TRAFFIC VICTIMS
The World Day of Remembrance for Road Traffic Victims (WDR) is commemorated on the third Sunday
of November each year. It is a high-profile global event to remember the many millions who have
been killed and seriously injured on the world’s roads and to acknowledge the suffering of all affected
victims, families and communities. Remember them on Sunday 20 th November 2022.
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FOSSIL FUELLED MOTORBIKE POLICY CHALLENGED
Two of the motorcycle industry’s leading bodies, MAG and the NMC continue to express strong
opposition towards Government plans to end the sale of all new fossil-fuelled motorbikes and mopeds
by 2035.
The Motorcycle Action Group (MAG)
says while it does not oppose decarbonisation,
the Government’s policy choices are
“blinkered, economically poor and are being
carried out at a pace that lacks sufficient
balance between justification and cost. They
are keen to work with the Government to
achieve decarbonisation in a measured,
evidence-based and economically responsible
manner.

The National Motorcyclists Council
(NMC) is urging the Government to ‘rethink its
strategy’ – adding that it does not support
‘arbitrary UK-only targets’. The NMC believes
that the UK should instead move towards netzero goals on the basis of internationally
agreed targets and strategies, working with
both motorcycle riders and the industry to
develop an approach in line with the view that
Government policy should deliver net zero by
2050 in a way that is pro-business and progrowth.

The plans, first announced in July, are part of efforts to accelerate the transition to zero emission
vehicles. They also include a 2030 cut off date for certain classes of powered two-wheelers (PTW).
WHAT A JOURNEY
This month we feature this article written by Mike Yeomans, an experienced ADI who
decided that the time was right for him to take a look at his own personal driving
skill and take the Advanced Driving test.
From a road safety point of view this is something we are always encouraging people
to do at some point in their driving career to answer critics who want to embark on
a regime of re-testing
I recently completed an IAM Roadsmart advanced driving test.
Nothing remarkable you might think, as an ADI it should be simple, but I was pleasantly surprised at
the journey it took me to be able to be sufficiently competent to pass. It is the perfect addition to
any ADI’s list of must have qualifications and I now think after the mentoring and training I received,
an essential addition after passing the “L” driving test.
There are other advanced tests on the market, some are simply the DVSA test for licence acquisition
with less faults, some are heavily involved in Roadcraft at a high level and are perfect for some
employers whose driver encounters extreme high risk in their everyday journeys.
Look at Roadcraft (handbook for police drivers) read the references pertaining to IPSGA, take those
references and create a brilliant course and you have the IAM Roadsmart advanced test.
My journey started meeting my Observer in a
car park near to my home, we exchanged
pleasantries, and immediately I was put at
ease, we chatted for a while discovering what
my experience was, checking eyesight and
health to drive.

am to be fully honest, over the years I had lost
enthusiasm for driving. Yes, I train drivers both
for the ‘L’ test and for work, but my personal
interest or enjoyment was a low priority. I
started the Advanced Test because I wanted to
know more about it and what its benefits
were.

I talked a little about the car I had, and we
discussed my expectations of the course. If I
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WHAT A JOURNEY (Cont)
After signing the IAM document disclaimer and
being fit to drive, we set off with guidance
from my observer. The 90-minute drive
seemed only 40 minutes due to the
engagement by my observer, I was made to
feel very welcome and relaxed. I must admit I
expected a lot of criticism, instead it was
encouragement with very little training
comments, it was a more subtle series of
encouragements, I felt I was out with a friend.

behind accept the person sat next to you has
your best interest at heart, be open to
suggestions and improvements.

Over the years I have been involved with Fleet
work, I have help shape several diversionary
schemes, yet no one can ever say they know
everything, nor should they even suggest that.
In that first relaxed drive that passed so
quickly, I found it confirmed many aspects of
the training I already give and training I have
given in the past. To see my driving and
knowledge from a different perspective was
enlightening.

Developing a commentary drive, now referred
to as spoken thought, and what a good
expression that is, as it was exactly that, to
talk about what you see, what is developing
ahead, what to anticipate, how to read the
road ahead.

Over the eight sessions I covered the whole
syllabus: Core driving skills, POWDERY,
Cockpit
Drill,
moving
onto
IPSGA,
Bends/corners,
junctions,
roundabouts,
overtaking, motorways, dual carriageways,
manoeuvring and Spoken Thoughts.

For me the main parts that really resonated
with me and have since improved my own
training, approach to roundabouts, mainly
observation and timing, certain aspects of
overtaking I had not fully appreciated, plus
acceleration sense (which I still need to work
on).

My second drive involved a demo drive from
my Observer, I found myself dropping into
work mode and mentally marking the drive. To
my observer’s credit there was very little I
would have to comment on, but it was
beneficial we had a debrief so we could check
notes and be on the same page for when we
went out next.

I have since developed a better method for
spoken thought that suites me, it has also
benefited my students. In fact, this
development has made many of my own
business and personal journeys much easier
and seem shorter in time than the time it
takes. To fully understand that comment you
would have to appreciate I travel around the
country working, in addition to local ADI work,
and reducing distraction and monotony on
motorways has been achieved through thinking
my spoken thought while driving.

Over eight drives, (which due to work
commitments took me from April to
September to fit in), I was not in a rush, and it
gave me plenty of time to practice. To be
successful, whether a recently passed driver or
an experienced driver you must accept we can
all improve, leave any driving prejudices

In summary WHAT A JOURNEY it’s been, I am so grateful to the Institute of Advanced Motorists for
the opportunity to take part in the advanced training/test, I really do enjoy my driving now, which
has rubbed off on my clients and students, I feel they are getting a better service from me.
I have since been out observing some observer training, it is remarkable to see the dedication these
volunteers (Observers) give to help make the road safe. Any new driver should be encouraged to take
the course, look for special offers that local groups are able to give to help with the cost.
And finally, a comment made by a national observer that I observed while the driver was travelling
along a country road which had many tight bends, “You can see the limit points ahead you can see
when the road opens up if you look ahead and travel at a speed you can stop to the limit point, look
for features such as buildings and the rise and fall of the road in the distance. Then it does not matter
how unfamiliar you are to the road you can travel it safely and progressively” There was almost no
need for the advanced warning signs as the road held it own advance warning if you observed it
correctly.
My gratitude to the team at my local group the ‘Hull and East Riding Advance Motorists’ (HERAM) my
observer and mentor plus my examiner John.
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SCHOOL STREETS
The Road Safety Trust commissioned Sustrans, to investigate whether School Streets cause traffic
displacement and have any knock-on effects on road safety on streets surrounding schools.
School Streets are roads open to people walking and cycling but restrict access for motor vehicles at
the start and end of the school day.
Sustrans partnered with Birmingham City Council, who are
delivering their ‘Car Free School Street’ programme and
currently has 17 ‘Car Free School Streets’ across the city.
The study looked at two schools
Hillstone Primary School and Somerville Primary School, with
a review of traffic speed and volume; illegal or hazardous
parking and driving behaviour; and traffic interactions,
whilst surveys with local residents and interviews with
council officers and school staff were conducted to assess
perceptions of safety.
The research revealed that the School Streets led to overall
drops in traffic volume.
This project follows a survey on school streets commissioned
by Sustrans in 2019, which found nearly two-thirds (63%) of
UK teachers would support car-free roads outside schools
during drop-off and pickup times. During Sustrans School
Streets as part of the Big Pedal 2019, a survey found that
90% of parents and residents would support a street closure
regularly outside the school.
Find a copy of the report at https://www.grahamfeest.com/resources/latest-uploads/
UK MOTORISTS BACK NEW DEVICES TO HELP PREVENT SPEEDING
Three out of four UK motorists are in favour of new technology which helps prevent speeding,
according to a new survey. Speed limiters which actively regulate speed, make a sound or vibrate
through the steering wheel or pedals have just become compulsory for new cars introduced in the
European Union. New consumer research from motor finance specialist Startline’s August Used Car
Tracker has shown 73 per cent of drivers would welcome the devices in the UK.
Now it will be interesting to see whether the UK government follows the EU in making limiters
compulsory although there is a possibility that manufacturers, who often specify the same cars across
the whole European market, will now fit them anyway.
EU ROAD SAFETY AGENCY
The new EU coordinator for road safety, Kristian Schmidt has advised that discussions are going on
within the European Commission on the establishment of an EU road safety agency and that the idea
is ‘gaining ground’.
The European Parliament echoed ETSC by calling last year for the setting up of a road safety agency,
in recognition of the need for better coordination of road safety issues in the EU, especially in light
of new targets and the rollout of complex automated vehicle technology with the accompanying need
for in-depth crash investigations. There are EU agencies for maritime, aviation and railway safety,
but not for road transport, which kills thousands more people every year. Mr Schmidt said that
external consultation would take place, but the establishment of an agency would not happen
‘overnight’.
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COST OF LEARNING TO DRIVE
New research by Confused.com has revealed that UK is one of the cheapests places to learn to drive
in Europe coming in at fourth who look at prices across the continent.
The work evaluated the minimum costs required for
obtaining a driving licence (category B) in each EU
country. This includes mandatory licence and test fees
set by the national regulatory authorities. The average
price of a one hour driving lesson was calculated in each
country, and then placed against their national average
wage.
With the DVSA recommending approximately 45 lessons of professional driving lessons, this has been
set as the benchmark and calculates to being 6.98% of average annual income spent learning to drive
Country

1
2
3
4
5
6
7
8
9
10
11
12
13
14
15
16
17
18
19

Total cost of obtaining
driving licence
Malta
€910.00 5.
Poland
€525.45 6.
Portugal
€765.00 6.
United Kingdom
€1,577.95
Luxembourg
€2,985.00
Norway
€3,230.41
Slovenia
€1,191.00
Ireland
€2,285.23
Germany
€2,169.92
Spain
€1,361.25
Netherlands
€2,128.50
France
€1,935.00
Denmark
€2,902.68
Austria
€2,700.00
Italy
€1,800.00
Switzerland
€4,579.63
Belgium
€2,829.00
Finland
€3,317.00
Sweden
€3,506.07

% of income taken
learning to drive
40%
38%
90%
6.98%
7.69%
7.83%
7.86%
8.12%
8.14%
8.57%
8.64%
8.82%
9.46%
10.10%
10.11%
10.37%
10.99%
13.03%
13.75%

The United Kingdom comes in at fourth place, where it costs residents 6.98% of their average annual
salary to secure their driving licence. Surprisingly, when analysing how much this cost in terms of
money, the UK comes as the 6th cheapest. British learners pay €1,437.19 (£1,254), on average, to
become a driver.
COST OF LIVING AND ROAD SAFETY
More than three quarters (77%) of motorists surveyed by Startline Motor Finance say household costs
are directly affecting whether they can afford their car. At the same time, 18% said they would put
off replacing tyres and 22% will delay servicing.
Research commissioned by IAM Roadsmart found one in ten motorists had put off replacing their tyre
when the tread is low. Meanwhile, 7% of survey respondents also stated that they have put off making
a tyre change due to a puncture.
There are almost 36 million people with a full driving licence in the UK. The research means that up
to 4.2 million drivers are possibly deferring critical tyre safety maintenance. Furthermore, 2.5 million
motorists are potentially putting off fixing a puncture.
13

Traffic Safety Roads
REPORTED ROAD CASUALTIES GREAT BRITAIN 2021
The Department for Transport has published the final casualty figures for 2021 which still, like 2020
have been impacted by Covid 19 so making any real comparisons with 2020 which was similarly
affected it is difficult to draw any real conclusions apart from to say that it looks as if we are on the
way back to pre-pandemic levels which we will find out how accirate that might be come this year’s
figures when they get published next September.
SUMMARY
Killed 1,558
Seriously Injured 25,892
Slightly Injured 100,759
Total of all Casualties 128,209

ROAD FATALITIES BY
ROAD USERS TYPE
Car Occupants 682
Pedestrians 361
Motorcyclists 310
Pedal Cyclists 111
Light Goods Vehicles Occupants 42
Other Vehicle Occupants 29
Heavy Goods Vehicle Occupants 18
Bus & Coach Occupants 5

ALL CASUALTIES
70.755
16,654
15,838
16,458
3,913
2,094
735
1,762

These final statistics show:
•
•
•
•
•
•
•
•
•

1,558 reported road deaths in 2021, a decrease of 11% from pre-pandemic levels (2019)
5.2 fatalities per billion vehicle miles in 2021, a higher rate compared with 2019 and a lower
rate compared with 2020
27,450 killed or seriously injured (KSI) casualties in 2021, a decrease of 11% compared to
2019, with a casualty rate of 91 KSIs per billion vehicle miles, a similar rate compared with
2019
128,209 casualties of all severities in 2021, a decrease of 16% compared to 2019, with 425
casualties per billion vehicle miles, a lower rate compared with 2019
46 reported deaths in the age range 0 to 16 and fort all severities 12,249
78% of fatalities and 62% o casualties of all severities were male
3% of fatalities and 10% of all casualties were aged 16 and under
Pedal cyclists showed a reduction in fatalities (21%) following a large increase associated
with the pandemic - the opposite pattern to other road user types
There are age and sex differences in casualty trends, with female fatalities aged 70 and over
showing a particularly large reduction compared with prior to the COVID-19 pandemic (43%
reduction in 2021 compared with 2019)

Rise in fatalities not wearing seatbelt
•
•
•
•

Almost half of car occupants (47 per cent) killed between 6pm and 8am were not wearing
seatbelts
4 in 10 young car occupants (17 – 29) killed in 2021 were not wearing a seatbelt
One fifth of over-60s killed in a car in 2021 were not wearing a seatbelt
One fifth of children (0-16) were not wearing a seatbelt

Find a copy of the report at https://www.grahamfeest.com/resources/latest-uploads/
Poorly maintained vehicles
According to research by AA Approved Garages poorly maintained vehicles played a contributory
factor in more than 1,700 road casualties last year, up 7% compared to 2020.
Defective brakes were the most common defect causing 750 casualties, including 10 fatalities. Tyres
came second with 491 casualties, but caused more fatalities with 12 people needlessly losing their
lives. Faulty steering and suspensions complete the top three, contributing towards 255 casualties
with six fatalities.
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