
0 
 

   

   

 

 

 

 

    

         

    May 2022  



1 
 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 
 

 

 

 

Traffic Safety Roads 
Traffic Safety Roads is published 

by the 
Graham Feest Consultancy 

incorporating the   
UK Road Safety Network 

 
Traffic Safety Roads (TSR) collates a range of 
information and opinion from various sources. 
Whilst every effort is made to ensure its 
accuracy the Graham Feest Consultancy cannot 
be held responsible for any incorrect 
information provided from third parties or the 
views expressed by individuals. 

  

Acknowledgement and appreciation are extended 
to the following principal sources of information 
along with the articles from individual 
contributors; 

AA, ADI National Joint Council, Agilysis, ARRM, CIHT, 
Clearview Intelligence, Brake, DfT, DIA, DfBB, DVSA, 
eDriving, ETSC, Fleet News, GEM Motoring Assist, 
Intelligent Instructor, Hadstrong, Highways Magazine, 
Highways on Friday, IAM RoadSmart, IHE, IMTD, LAPV, 
LCRIG, Living Streets, Logistics UK, London Road 
Safety Council, MCIA, MSA, National Highways, PACTS, 
RAC, RHA, RoadSafe, Road Safety GB, Road Safety 
Scotland, Roadpol, Road Safety Wales, RoSPA, SMMT, 
TfL, The RichWorks, Transport Scotland, TRL, 
Transport Network, UCL etc 

 

GRAHAM FEEST is a road safety consultant 
organising and leading accredited low-cost high 
value events around the UK; speaking at national 
and local conferences/seminars and workshops 
both in the UK and overseas and providing 
support and guidance to other people drawing on 
more than forty years’ experience in the field of 
road and traffic safety. He is a former County 
Road Safety Officer and Head of Road Safety for 
IAM RoadSmart. Graham is Chairman of the 
Institute of Master Tutors of Driving, Chairman 
of RoSPA’s National Road Safety Committee, 
Road Safety Advisor to the ADI National Joint 
Council and Road Safety Consultant for the 
RichWorks.  

Graham Feest  
68 The Boulevard, Worthing BN13 1LA 

01903 506095 |graham@grahamfeest.com 
www.grahamfeest.com 

 

Edition 7 Issue 05: May 2022 

 
 
 

 

CONTENT OF THIS ISSUE 

 European Speed Enforcement 
 Van Driver Tool Kit Award 
 Institute of Master Tutors of Driving 

Awards 
 Cyclists and E-Scooter Riders 
 Grants Available Soon from the Road 

Safety Trust 
 Restraining the Dog 
 Electric Vehicle Servicing 
 Drug Driving Course 
 Motorists Views and Opinions 
 Passive Safety Crash Demonstration 
 Emergency Service Areas 
 Traffex and Parkex 
 Box Junctions Worries for Drivers 
 Cycle Hire Scheme in London 
 School Streets 
 Ineffective Changes to Mobile Phone 

Law! 
 Electric Charging Points 
 Powered Two Wheelers 
 An Insurers Analysis of Death and 

Serious Injury 
 Roadpeace is Recruiting Befrienders 
 Privately Owned E-Scooters 
 Appreciation for the Work of Will 

Britain 
 GEM’S 90th Year 
 Road Crash Victims Support 
 Changing to Electric 
 Reducing Casualties BT Stopping 

Crashes 
 Networking Lunch 

http://www.grahamfeest.com/


1 
 

  

EUROPEAN SPEED ENFORCEMENT 

Speeding is the main cause of about 25.000 fatal crashes in Europe and remains a real problem on 

the roads. Exceeding the speed limit is by far the most recorded road traffic offence and has a direct 

influence on collision occurrence and the severity of a collision. The number of collisions and the 

severity of those collisions increase exponentially as driving speeds increase. Reducing speed by only 

a few mph can significantly reduce the number and severity of collisions. The European Transport 

Safety Council (ETSC) estimated that 2,100 lives could be saved each year if the average speed 

dropped by only 1 km/h on all roads across the EU.  

19 countries of the 29 European Police Networks took part in the 

Speed Marathon on 24th March 2022 which resulted in more than 

14.900 police officers who checked over 3.100.000 drivers for their 

speed at no less than 10.500 checkpoints. They found 104.315 

violations with 27.963 drivers pulled over to be fined. Other 76.352 

drivers received a fine by mail, because the violations were 

discovered by technical means. The driving license of numerous 

offenders were confiscated because of the excessive speed. 

Compared to the previous year (2021) the average violation rate decreased from 6.8% to 3.4%. A 

possible explanation is the increased congestion on the roads due to the lifting of many covid-19 

measures in most countries 

VAN DRIVER TOOL KIT AWARD 

Since its inception in 2007, Driving for Better Business (a free to access government-backed National 

Highways programme, delivered in partnership with RoadSafe, to help employers in the private and 

public sectors reduce work-related road risk) has engaged with thousands of businesses in pursuit of 

its mission: to improve the levels of compliance for all those who drive or ride for work by 

demonstrating the significant benefits of managing work-related road risk more effectively. Through 

the Driving for Better Business programme, those organisations which collectively employ millions of 

staff who drive for work have access to a range of free tools and resources for employers, along with 

examples of good practice and strong leadership.  

Now National Highways has won the Fleet News 

Award for its Van Driver Toolkit, developed by the 

Commercial Vehicle Incident Prevention Team as 

part of the Driving for Better Business programme.  

The free toolkit features more than 30 free online 

modules for van driver training, aiming to make 

the UK road network safer for all users and to 

support operators, managers and, importantly, 

drivers, better understand their duties and 

responsibilities. It tackles many of the most 

important issues facing driver and vehicle managers such as vehicle roadworthiness, fatigue, 

distraction and overloading. It was created with the support of National Highways Van Operator 

Reference Group made up of 40 representatives of some of the best-run van fleets in the UK. To 

date, the resources have been accessed by 1300 organisations with more than 1.3 million van drivers, 

and adopted by many Trade Associations, which have, in turn, shared with their own members.  

You can access the Van Driver Tool Kit at https://vandrivertoolkit.co.uk/  

Traffic Safety Roads 
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INSTITUTE OF MASTER TUTORS AWARDS 2022 

Sponsored by RED driving School 

 

The Institute of Master Tutors of Driving is calling for nominations in four categories in respect of its 

awards for 2022. The awards are the Institute’s annual opportunity to recognise 

outstanding contribution to driver training and road safety. It will recognise an 

individual or organisation whether that be from the voluntary, public or commercial 

sector that has contributed significantly to driver training and or road safety in the 

United Kingdom.  

In each class there will be one overall winner and up to three who will be highly 

commended for their contribution and involvement.  

The four award categories are: 

• IMTD New Driver Initiative Award 

• IMTD Leading Organisation Award 

• IMTD Individual Driver Trainer of the Year Award 

• IMTD Driver Training Company Award 

 

Nominations are permitted from any individual company or organisation and they have to be sent via 

email by midnight on Thursday 30th June 2022. 

The awards will be presented on Sunday 11th September 2022 at the IMTD Annual Lunch.  

The details and information about the awards including how to make nominations can be found at 

https://www.grahamfeest.com/resources/latest-uploads/ or https://www.grahamfeest.com/resources/news-

and-information/  

 

CYCLIST AND E-SCOOTER RIDERS 

Baroness McIntosh of Pickering is calling for cyclists and e-scooter riders to be prosecuted for using a 

phone, in the same way that car drivers are  and wants a law change following an incident with a 

cyclist which took place near parliament.  

The Baroness says that some cyclists and riders of e-scooters and 

e-bikes and were using mobile phones “inappropriately” and 

challenged the DfT on why it had not addressed the issue stating 

that e-scooters were “even more of a concern” with some 

people left feeling “absolutely terrorised” by those using them 

“irresponsibly”. 

Responding to the issue, roads minister Baroness Vere said  

“While there is no specific offence for a cyclist using a phone, 

cyclists can be prosecuted for careless or dangerous cycling. It 

is not a specific offence to cycle and use a mobile phone or 

headphones but cyclists and e-bike riders can be prosecuted by 

the police for careless and dangerous cycling with maximum 

fines of £1,000 and £2,500 respectively. The Government’s 

current e-scooter trial already state that it is an offence to use 

a handheld mobile phone while operating one.”  

Traffic Safety Roads 
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GRANTS AVAILABLE SOON FROM THE ROAD SAFETY TRUST 

The theme for the Road Safety Trust’s next round 

of grant applications 

will be focussed on 

Fitness to Drive and 

will open in 

September 2022 and 

will receive 

submissions between 

8th September and 

19th October with 

grants of between £25k and £300k available for the 

‘research and development of innovative practical 

road safety interventions’. The announcement of 

the chsen theme is made at this time to allow 

organisations to prepare their submissions in good 

time 

Applications can be made from public and private 

organisations, registered charities, university 

departments and not for profits and with Fitness to 

Drive being such a broad based theme applications 

will be particularly focussing on the following areas: 

Diabetes 

Dementia 

Sleep and fatigue 

Illegal and prescription drug use 

More details can be found at https://www.roadsafetytrust.org.uk/news/fitness-to-drive-launched-as-the-road-

safety-trust-2022-main-theme-grants-programme-6422 

RESTRAINING THE DOG 

 Millions of drivers could be breaking the law when it comes to travelling with their dog - and it might lead them 

to fines of up to £5,000 according to research carried out by IAM RoadSmart which has revealed that 42 per cent 

of dog owners surveyed put their dog in an unsafe 

place in the car while driving. 

42 per cent of dog owners admit to not taking enough 

care when having their dogs in the car. Over a third 

said they left their pet unrestrained, either in the 

back seat, the passenger seat, the footwell or loose 

in the boot. A further 8 per cent said they left their 

dog restrained on the passenger seat, which could 

lead to a pet being killed or badly injured in a 

collision if the airbag is activated, even at relatively 

low speed. 

The Highway Code states dogs must be suitably restrained when travelling in a car so they cannot distract the 

driver or cause injury to either themselves or the motorist. And while disobeying the Highway Code doesn't carry 

a direct penalty, drivers could be pulled over by police and fined up to £1,000 for driving without proper control 

if their pet distracts them. 

This could be escalated to failing to drive with due care and attention, which carries a maximum fine of £5,000 

and nine penalty points if the case goes to court. To make matters worse, insurers are unlikely to pay out for an 

accident in the event of driving without proper control, leaving the motorist with a sizeable damage repair bill. 

 

ELECTRIC VEHICLE SERVICING 

The lack of qualified technicians able to service and maintain electric vehicles is giving cause for concern and 

leading to potentially higher servicing and repair costs. Recent data from the Institute of the Motor Industry 

(IMI) revealed only 6.5% of the current motor mechanic workforce is qualified to service EVs and with forecasts 

of around 90,000 needed by 2030, that means a shortfall of 75,000 who will need training in order to remain on 

course for the Government’s zero-emissions target. 

Traffic Safety Roads 

https://www.roadsafetytrust.org.uk/news/fitness-to-drive-launched-as-the-road-safety-trust-2022-main-theme-grants-programme-6422
https://www.roadsafetytrust.org.uk/news/fitness-to-drive-launched-as-the-road-safety-trust-2022-main-theme-grants-programme-6422


4 
 

 

 

DRUG DRIVING COURSES 

Drug-Drivers could soon be required to undertake rehabilitation courses before being allowed back behind the 

wheel - is the idea contained within a call for evidence on the whole issue of Drug Driving which numerically is 

considered to be worse than those who drink and drive. 

Currently, those convicted of drug-driving are 

handed a driving ban, prison sentence or fine by the 

courts. However, unlike drink-drivers, they aren’t 

offerred the opportunity to attend a rehabilitation 

courses before resuming driving. 

The call for evidence by the Government is asking 

whether drug-drivers should have to undergo some 

kind of rehabilitation course. Evidence is also being 

sought on the relationship between medicinal 

cannabis and road safety. 

The proposed move aims to make drug-driving ‘as 

much of a social taboo’ as drink-driving. However 

there are many that say that we are looking at this 

issue in a far to narrow window as the problem is 

not purely contained with driving but with the 

missuse of drugs in society and indeed drink driving 

is part of an overall alcohol problem which we know 

kills far more people than the 260 ish who die as a 

result of someone being over the legal limit in a 

road crash each year. 

Yes we have made great strides in preventing 

deaths due to drink-drivers which fell 88% between 

1979 and 2015 and our work in this direction is to 

be commended but further reduction may well need 

a wider approach to the problem. Now we learn that 

there has been an increase in drug-related driving 

offences, with over 12,000 convicted in 2019 with 

some 44% of those 

being committed by 

reoffenders. When 

considering drug 

driving statistics 

however, it is 

important to keep in 

mind that drug-

driving laws were 

only introduced in 

2015.  

In 2020 - 713 people 

were seriously 

injured in drug-driving collisions, up from 499 in 

2016. And many police forces are now arresting 

more drug drivers than drink-drivers. 

Statistics show non-attendees to drink-driving 

rehabilitation courses are over twice as likely to 

commit a new drink-driving offence within three 

years. So by offering high-risk drug-driving 

offenders the same support it is hoped that we 

might reduce the rates of re-offending in this area. 

 

The call for evidence ends on 28th June 2022 and you can find the document “Protecting the public from repeat 

drug driving offenders” at https://www.grahamfeest.com/resources/latest-uploads/  

 

MOTORIST VIEWS AND OPINIONS 

In the Annual Culture Survey Conducted by the Institute of Advanced Motorists (IAM RoadSmart) which gauges 

drivers’ attitudes to key road safety issues over time, revealed that nearly 9 in 10 (89%) of over 2,000 motorists 

surveyed supported the idea of safety cameras being used to spot those who decide 

to flout the rules and drive illegally on public roads without the required 

documentation.  

The was also support among respondents for more fines to be handed to those who 

decide to exceed the speed limit with 82% agreeing that cameras should 

automatically fine drivers who go more than 10mph over the limit in school zones 

and urban areas.  

There was also support for similar schemes to be enforced for those who decide to 

exceed the speed limit in residential areas and motorways, albeit to a lesser extent 

(78% and 64%, respectively). 

Traffic Safety Roads 
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ASSIVE SAFETY CRASH DEMONSTRATION DAY 

On 6th July 2022 Passive Safety UK will be holding a FREE to attend National Passive Safety Crash Demonstration 

Day. The event is taking place at Darley Moor Sports Centre, near Ashbourne, Derbyshire. DE6 2ET. 

In line with the stated aims of Passive Safety UK, the organisers want to help 

road users understand how passively safe products perform in a variety of 

differing scenarios, so that the best use can be made of the most appropriate 

solutions. 

The event will show five high speed crash demonstrations, including a collision 

with a passive post placed within the working width of a restraint system, and 

a passive post supporting a VMS, Solar panel and wind turbine in combination. 

These two are real world scenarios, neither of which have ever been tested. 

We are using remote controlled vehicles operated by members of ITAI (The 

Association of Traffic Accident Investigators)  

A full TPAC police operation surrounding the crash vehicle is employed, and a 

temporary restraint system in place, both of which are to ensure the safety of 

the audience. 

For further information or to book your place please email andrew.pledge@gmail.com 

 

EMERGENCY SERVICE AREAS 

National Highways could use some of the £390m pledged to retrofit emergency areas (EAs) on smart motorways 

to install a new type of place to stop on locations such as slip roads. 

It is understood that a plan is being considered to add a small number 

of new spaces in certain locations where full emergency areas are 

not practical. This includes spaces alongside slip roads that will allow 

vehicles in difficulty leaving the motorway to leave the line of 

traffic. While such spaces would not be fully-fledged EAs, they could 

still have features such as emergency telephones and CCTV 

coverage.  

These new spaces would not count against the target of 150 new emergency areas by 2025 but could be funded 

from the same pot if money was left over. In addition, such spaces could also be counted as part of a new 

standard of one emergency area every three-quarters of a mile and up to a maximum of a mile, where possible. 

The DfT has already said that it will count other places to stop such as MSAs and new or existing hard shoulders 

for the purpose of this standard. 

The DfT’s 2020 ‘stocktake’ offers a clear distinction between EAs and ‘other places to stop in an emergency’, 

defining EAs as: 'Approximately 110 yards long by fifteen feet wide and set back from the left-hand edge of the 

motorway. An emergency telephone from which to alert National HIghways of an issue and call for help is 

provided in each emergency area and increasing numbers of them have orange surfacing to make them more 

visible.' 

TRAFFEX AND PARKEX 

The UK’s largest dedicated traffic management, transport and parking event; connecting forward thinking 

innovators with central government, local authorities and the traffic and 

mobility supply chain willtake p[lace at the NEC on 14th to 16th  June 

2022.  

Register to attend the event for free at https://rfg.circdata.com/publish/TPX21/  

Traffic Safety Roads 
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BOX JUNCTION WORRIES FOR DRIVERS 

From 1st June councils will be able to apply to enforce moving traffic offences, such as driving through ‘no 

entry’, ‘no left’ and ‘no right’ turn signs and stopping in yellow boxes, which are used to prevent gridlock at 

junctions. 

Currently, only local authorities in London and Cardiff have had the power to issue penalty charge notices for 

these infringements.  

Research shows thet 57% of drivers are generally in favour of 

yellow box junctions being enforced but the RAC has discovered 

that many junctions have design flaws ‘which cause drivers to 

become trapped through no fault of their own and that some are 

so poorly maintained that it’s hard to see where the yellow lines 

start and finish. The motoring organisation said it also believes 

the official guidance in Chapter 5 of the Traffic Signs Manual is 

generally unsatisfactory as it does not clearly state the specific 

purpose of box junctions or show how to design them in relation 

to vehicle movements at junctions and lacks any information on 

how they should be maintained and enforced. 

The RAC have indicated design flaws such as junctions that have been installed in completely the wrong places, 

boxes that are larger than they should be and ones where buildings or street furniture obstruct drivers from 

seeing where boxes end, making it impossible to assess whether there is enough space beyond the junction for 

their vehicle to fit into. 

However the Department for Transport are adamant the present guidance is sufficient. 

CYCLE HIRE SCHEME IN LONDON 

The latest data shows there were 750,000 hires made through the Santander Cycles scheme in February 2022, 

an average of almost 27,000 per day leading TfL and Santander to renew their commtment to expand the Cycle 

Hire Scheme in the Capital. 

TfL and Santander say the continue to work on 

upgrades and improvements for the scheme 

includes a commitment to expand the scheme to 

new areas of London, such as Southwark, where 

eight new docking stations are being added. Also 

they are working to introduce around 500 electric 

bikes into the scheme from this summer helping 

to break down the barriers that stop some people 

from cycling, including fitness, age and journey 

length.     

The February figure is the highest for the month on record and continues the current monthly upward trend.. 

SCHOOL STREETS 

The first School Street was launched in Camden in 2017 aimed at restricting car access to the street outside a 

school gate at drop off and pick up times. The schemes aim to make it safer, cleaner and easier for children to 

get to school on foot, by bike or by scooter. 

The last few years has seen the number of schemes accelerate, with more 400 School Streets being introduced 

across the capital since the start of the pandemic. There are now 511 School Streets in London representing 

almost a quarter of primary schools – with more being installed almost every month. 

 

Traffic Safety Roads 



7 
 

 

INEFFECTIVE CHANGES TO MOBILE PHONE LAW 

A survey published by the RAC has left drivers being unconvinced that strengthened laws on handheld 

mobile phone use at the wheel will make the roads safer. The mobile phone law changed on 25th  

March 2020 

Under the new law, almost any use of a handheld phone illegal 

with six points and a £200 fine. In essence, it has been introduced 

to stop drivers from using their phones to take photos or videos, 

scroll through playlists or play games. Previously the law had 

stated that it was a criminal offence to use a hand-held mobile 

phone to call or text while driving – but a legal loophole ensured 

drivers had escaped punishment for other actions such as taking 

photos. 

This is because such actions weren’t seen as ‘interactive communication’, and therefore did not fit 

the previous definition of the offence. 

The RAC survey of 2,000 drivers found 43% of respondents weren’t aware of the changes being 

introduced. While most 75% were fully supportive of the change in the law, many expressed 

scepticism as to how effective it will be in getting offending drivers to change their behaviour and 

make the roads safer. Just 2% of drivers said they thought it will be ‘very effective’, with 49% thinking 

it would be ‘partly effective’ and a similar proportion – 45% – saying it won’t be effective. 

I guess a lot depends on how active we are in detecting the offences as much as the police being 

there to do so. 

ELECTRIC CHARGING POINTS 

The Government has unveiled a new strategy outlining plans to reach 300,000 public electric vehicle 

chargepoints by 2030 – equivalent to almost five times the number of fuel pumps available today. It 

is widely accepted that one of the key factors to encourage more drivers to go electric – and support 

those who have already made the switch – is developing charging infrastructure. 

Backed by £1.6 billion, the Electric Vehicle Infrastructure Strategy aims to ensure the UK’s charging 

network is ‘robust, fair and covers the entire country’ – as well as improving the consumer experience 

at all chargepoints. 

One way it sets out to achieve this is by 

investing £500 million to bring ‘high 

quality, competitively priced’ public 

chargepoints to communities across the 

UK. This includes a £450 million Local 

Electric Vehicle Infrastructure (LEVI) 

fund, for projects such as EV hubs and 

innovative on-street charging, so those 

without driveways don’t miss out on 

cleaner transport. 

In addition, new legal requirements will be placed on operators, so that drivers of EVs are able to 

pay by contactless, compare charging prices and find nearby chargepoints via apps. 

 

Traffic Safety Roads 
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POWERED TWO WHEELERS 

Karen Cole - Director of Road Safety & Rider Training, MCIA explains why, ‘now more than ever’ 

PTWs must not be forgotten on the quest to decarbonise the UK’s transport systems. 

It saddens me that over the 22 years that I have worked in rider safety we have reached a point 

where powered two wheeler (PTW) riders, have somehow become 

marginalised. Once considered on a par with pedestrians, cyclists and horse 

riders when it comes to their vulnerability, PTW riders more often than not, 

no longer feature in this user group when it comes to local and national 

policy development which I feel is a huge mistake and missed opportunity.  

Nationally, the recent changes to the Highway Code, for example, did little 

to improve the safety of PTW riders. At the same time, cyclists and other 

vulnerable road users benefited from a raft of changes designed to improve 

their safety. 

More locally, in its Vision Zero Action Plan 

progress report, TfL on the one hand 

acknowledged PTWs with the welcome 

ambition to change road culture, reduce risky 

behaviours and encourage tolerance, but on 

the other, proclaimed the need for a policy to 

‘identify opportunities to encourage mode 

shift from motorcycles to safer, active, and 

sustainable modes. Active travel is not a quick 

fix, and is not suitable for every person or the 

solution for every journey. A comprehensive 

strategy to make London’s roads safer for 

riders, allowing our sector to contribute fully 

to a cleaner and greener London would have 

been far more productive. 

There is worldwide acceptance of the Safe 

System Approach, defined as requiring a 

systematic, multi-disciplinary and multi-

sectoral approach to address the safety 

requirements of all users. Yet even 

experienced road safety practitioners either 

forget, or choose to ignore PTW riders, who 

are conspicuous by their absence in reports 

such as Safe Roads for All.  This document calls 

for Government to ‘direct a Safe and Healthy 

Mobility Strategy and Action Plan for Roads’ 

yet does not even mention powered two 

wheelers. 

Whilst the Government’s emphasis is righty on 

achieving net zero, those choosing to travel 

actively or purchase an electric car have 

become the policy priority. However, this is 

far too simplistic and falls short of the holistic 

approach needed. There is no one size fits all, 

only the ‘right vehicle for the right journey’, 

something MCIA has been advocating for 

several years and the foundation upon which 

our recently launched sector Action Plan was 

based. DfT has itself acknowledged the 

‘enormous opportunities’ that powered light 

vehicles present in its Decarbonising 

Transport, A Better Greener Britain document 

and so to suggest otherwise or exclude PTWs 

from policy making shows a clear disconnect. 

Government has rightly committed to zero 

emission powered light vehicles and wishes to 

ensure their benefits are fully realised, so it’s 

necessarily the case that PTW riders should 

also benefit from interventions designed to 

ensure their safety. Our safety record, though 

historically poor, is much improved. In the 

early 2000s around 600 riders died each year 

and approximately 28,000 riders were injured 

in some way. 15 years on around 345 riders 

sadly still lose their lives each year and an 

average of around 17,500 riders are injured.  

These figures seem to have plateaued over the 

last 10 years.  This is most likely due to the 

lack of consideration for PTW riders within 

road safety overall. Policy makers continue to 

use these statistics as a reason to ignore the 

opportunities our vehicles present them, 

either by way of improved air quality, 

congestion or all-round environmental impact 

compared with other modes of transport. 

Cont
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POWERED TWO WHEELERS 

 (Continued from previous page) 
 

A step-change in attitude and thinking is 

critical if zero emission powered light vehicles 

are to be fully realised for the future of our 

urban and sub urban settings. The starting 

point must therefore be what our future 

transport ecosystems look like and not the 

ones of today or yesteryear. This will mean 

improving access to powered light vehicles by 

making it easier for people to ride them by 

removing onerous licensing barriers, for 

example, and focusing not only on today’s 

riders and the need for their improved safety, 

but the riders of tomorrow too. 

Powered light vehicles will form a far larger 

part of the transport mix as we head towards 

a phase out date for our sector (provisionally 

2035) with sales of all PTWs already rising 

massively year on year (9% total market growth 

and 146% growth in volumes of electric PTWs 

in 2021). Therefore, the safe use of powered 

light vehicles can and must form part of the 

solution to our transport challenges and rider 

safety must be an integral part of any future 

plans, locally and nationally. Now, more than 

ever, must we ensure PTWs aren’t forgotten or 

excluded on our ambitious quest to 

decarbonise the UK’s transport systems for the 

benefits they bring could be reaped for a 

lifetime. 

 

AN INSURERS ANALYSIS OF DEATH AND SERIOUS INJURY 

According to an analysis by Churchill Motor Insurance; latest data shows more than 223,000 road 

crashes occurred on UK roads between 2018 and 2020. During that period, Churchill claims the 

number of incidents leading to deaths and serious injuries increased from 24% to 28% – an increase of 

43 more serious events for every 1,000 collisions. 

The research found that the most common 

contributing factors for collisions were driver 

errors or reactions, which featured in 66% of 

police reports.  

Behaviour or inexperience, including failure to 

look properly and failing to judge another 

person’s path or speed, is also a major 

contributory factor in 23% percent of 

incidents. 

The next most common factor is called 

“injudicious action”, which covers behaviour 

such as exceeding the speed limit, disobeying 

traffic signals or performing illegal 

manoeuvres. Such behaviours are a factor in 

20% of incidents. External factors such as 

vehicle defects 2% and vision affected by 

external factors 10% are less likely to 

contribute  than factors controlled by drivers. 

More specifically, failing to look properly has contributed to nearly 83,000 collisions over the past 

three years. That was followed by failing to judge another person’s path or speed and careless/ 

reckless/or hurried driving. A poor turn or manoeuvre and loss of control contributed to 11% of road 

traffic collisions. 

ROADPEACE IS RECRUITING MORE BEFRIENDERS 

The Road Peace Befriender Scheme offers invaluable support to victims of road crashes and gives 

them an opportunity to link up with others who can truly empathise. It is powered by great good will 

and shared devastating experiences. 

They are looking to recruit more befrienders. For more information or if you would like to sign up to 

become a befriender contact Vicky Mitchinson on 020 7733 1603 or email 

Victoria.Mitchinson@roadpeace.org 
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PRIVATELY OWNED E-SCOOTERS 

A crackdown on private e-scooters is being recommended by the Parliamentary Advisory Council for 

Transport Safety (PACTS). Their research finds that 15 riders have been killed on UK roads. PACTS 

has collated records from the police, insurers and media for casualties involving e-scooters in 2021. 

It shows almost 900 casualties, with 20% involving injuries to 

pedestrians and cyclists. The Department for Transport’s (DfT) 

figures show that there were 484 casualties involving e-

scooters in 2020.  

The safety of private e-scooters in the UK, PACTS advises the 

DfT to adopt 14 safety regulations. These should cover e-

scooter construction and use, including a maximum speed 

limit of 12.5mph and mandatory helmets. As motorised 

vehicles they are very different from pedal cycles, and need 

to be assessed and regulated accordingly. 

David Davies, PACTS executive director, says e-scooters are “controversial”. 

“Risks to riders and pedestrians are increasingly apparent. The Government should act now to curb 

dangerous and illegal use. Even if the Government decides on the way forward soon, legislation will 

not take effect until sometime next year. They should take this opportunity to gather evidence and 

consult widely”.  

PACTS states clearly that rental e-scooters and their use are different in a number of significant 

respects from private e-scooters and private use. Imposing the same sophisticated safety and 

management systems for private e-scooters would be very difficult. 

A recent survey by law firm Keoghs, found that the public believe e-scooter riders should follow 

similar rules to other motorised vehicle users . They found that two thirds of people support age 

restrictions and licencing for riders. E-scooters should also be banned from use on pavements and 

pedestrianised areas. 

PACTS recommendations for the safe construction and use of private e-scooters 

• Top speed of 12.5mph 

• Maximum continuous rated motor power 250W 

• Anti-tampering mechanisms included and power/speed de-restricting prohibited by law 

• Minimum front wheel size of 12 inches (30.5cm) and minimum rear wheel size of 10 inches 

(25.5cm) 

• Two independently controlled braking devices, one acting on the front wheel and one acting 

on the rearwheel 

• Lighting to be mandatory at all times 

• Maximum unladen weight of 20kg 

• An audible warning device to be mandatory 

• Helmet wearing to be mandatory 

• Footway (pavement) or footpath use prohibited 

• Rider age limit of at least 16 years 

• No carrying passengers 

• Drink driving, dangerous or careless riding, and handheld mobile phone use to be prohibited 

• Rider training and third party insurance. 
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APPRECIATION FOR THE WORK OF WILL BRITAIN 

Will Britain, the inspiration and driving force behind The Local Council Roads Innovation Group LCRIG, 

(which no council, contractor or supplier can afford not to 

be actively involved)  which was established in 2013 to 

encourage councils to work together and the 

‘highways community’ to support the Department for 

Transport (DfT) to deliver innovation on a national 

level is to retire after 43 years service with Blackpool 

Council. Will who is Head of Highways and Traffic 

Management Services at the local authority will end 

his career with Blackpool at the end of May but the 

legacy which is LCRIG will live on and he can be proud 

of what he created. 

Will Britain has announced his retirement after 43 

years service at Blackpool Council. The Local Council 

Roads Innovation Group (LCRIG) spoke to Will about 

the reasons why he’s retiring and his legacy in the sector.  

Reflecting on his decision to retire, the 61-year-old said: “Someone said to me years ago that you’ll 

always know when the right time comes. When I was younger I never thought I’d think about 

retirement but there are about 50 things in a box that I could pick out that have helped me make the 

decision – things about your own life, health, friends and things you enjoy doing outside of work. I 

think you’ve got to put things into perspective. The time is right and it has arrived.” 

GEM’S 90th YEAR 

GEM Motoring Assist has outlined plans for its 90th year – which will include a brand-new website, a 

make-over for its quarterly members’ magazine, Good Motoring and the launch of an exciting new 

audio archive called Voices From The Road and will 

have motoring stories dating back to 1932.  

To support their founding road safety ethos, GEM plans 

to engage with its members to help make the roads 

safer with their new 90th anniversary pledge. The 

initiative, “You join GEM” will see the organisation 

donate 90p to the group’s road safety charity for every 

new member in 2022, to help fund grants for road 

safety. 

GEM was founded in 1932 as the Company of Veteran Motorists, a club to encourage care, courtesy 

and concentration on the roads, against a backdrop of rising fatal and serious collisions. In that same 

year, a shocking 6667 people lost their lives in road crashes. In 1978, the organisation launched its 

breakdown recovery service and 1983 changed its name to the Guild of Experienced Motorists (GEM 

for short). Since then, GEM has enjoyed repeated success as an award-winning provider of breakdown 

recovery services. 

The GEM Road Safety Charity contributes to the safety of all road users throughout the country by 

making grants and providing financial assistance to support innovative projects that have regional or 

national significance. We welcome applications from registered charities, road safety organisations, 

universities and groups with a clearly defined and well planned project. 
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ROAD CRASH VICTIMS SUPPORT 

Brake, the road safety charity, has been awarded £537,000 in grant funding from the Scottish 

Government to provide support for road crash victims from 2022 to 2025as one of 20 organisations to 

receive grants from the Scottish Government’s Victim Centred Approach Fund.  

The £48 million fund underpins the Scottish Government’s commitment to victims and survivors of 

crime, a key priority pinpointed in the recently published long term strategy for Scotland’s justice 

sector. 

Brake runs the specialist, accredited National Road Victim Service, providing emotional and practical 

support for victims of bereavement and catastrophic injury from road crashes. Since it was set up in 

1996, the National Road Victim Service has supported over 50,000 victims across the UK. 

 

CHANGING TO ELECTRIC 

One in ten drivers are planning to buy an electric car as their next vehicle and anticipate doing so 

within the next five years, according to a new AA study conducted of more than 15,500. The poll 

however found that a fifth (22%) plan to buy a petrol vehicle next while 19% would buy a mild hybrid. 

Last year, EVs made up 11.6% of new car registrations 

compared to 6.6% in 2020 and with new EV sales 

outselling diesels last month3 just one in four current 

diesel owners will get another, suggesting that the 

nail is in the coffin for diesel cars. 

Even with the Government’s ban on the sale of new 

petrol and diesel vehicles being introduced in 2030, 

18% of drivers are unsure about their next vehicle 

choice. Given the right incentives and consumer 

confidence, there is considerable scope for EV’s to 

become the most popular choice when people change 

their current car. 

 

REDUCING CASUALTIES BY STOPPING CRASHES 

 

Please consider attending the next event near to you 

 

Liverpool – The Liner Hotel on Monday 13th June 2022 go to https://www.grahamfeest.com/gfc-

events/upcoming-events/liverpool-2022/  and follow the link to the details and registration form.  

 

Plymouth - The Cowne Plza Hotel on Monday 4th July 2022 go to https://www.grahamfeest.com/gfc-

events/upcoming-events/plymouth-2022/ and follow the link to the details and registration form. 

 

NETWORKING LUNCH 

 

Networking Lunch – Exeter on Wednesday 6th July 2022 go to https://www.grahamfeest.com/uk-road-

safety-network/maintaining-contact-meetings/  for details and registration arrangements.  
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