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London is in the midst of climate, air pollution, public health 
and road safety crises. Reducing car dominance and making 
walking the easiest and safest option for everyday journeys is a 
key part of the solution. But walking is often overlooked. Every 
Londoner should be able to live an active, healthy and easy life 
without a car; this is not the case.

• Poor air quality leads to up to 9,400 premature deaths per 
year in the city1.

• Almost 40% of Londoners do not meet recommended 
physical activity levels2.

• Pedestrians account for more than half (53%) of on street 
fatalities and 35% of serious injuries3. In 2018, over 1,350 
pedestrians were killed or seriously injured on London’s 
roads4.

Meaningful improvements in carbon emissions, air quality and 
road safety will only be achieved with significant modal shift and 
a rapid reduction in car mileage. We are calling for a reduction 
in car, van and private hire vehicle and taxi traffic of 20% by 
2024. This will require reallocation of road space to walking and 
cycling through greater investment in safe and enjoyable walking 
networks, neighbourhoods and routes linking together London’s 
schools, workplaces, town centres, cultural landmarks and other 
social infrastructure. 

This should sit alongside measures to reduce car use by pricing 
it fairly in relation to its impact; integrated, affordable public 
transport; and world-class cycle infrastructure.  

The next Mayor of London should make walking a priority, with 
an ambitious transformation plan to make our city safer and more 
walking-friendly at the heart of policy. 



WE ARE CALLING ON THE NEXT MAYOR OF LONDON TO ENSURE THAT:
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People can cross the road safely 
Improve our crossings and junctions, making sure there is a 
pedestrian crossing at every signalised junction

People feel that walking is an easy option 
Support the creation of a Central London Walking Network 
with easy, attractive and low pollution routes and extend this 
to other town centres across the Capital. Support boroughs 
moving to car-free areas.

The climate emergency is prioritised and people can 
breathe clean air 
Reduce car, van and private hire vehicle and taxi journeys by 
an accelerated rate of 20%5 through a mixture of improvements 
to ensure people can access public transport on foot, and 
increases in the cost of driving to reflect its real impact on all 
Londoners

People on foot feel relaxed and safe
Create a new Low Traffic Neighbourhood Fund so they 
become the default for residential areas across London

Families choose to walk to school
Transform routes to school so they are safer, cleaner and less 
congested
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BY INVESTING IN STREET IMPROVEMENTS AND THE 
PUBLIC TRANSPORT NETWORK, THE FUTURE MAYOR CAN 
CUT CONGESTION, REDUCE AIR POLLUTION AND ENSURE 
WALKING IS EASY AND SAFE
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PEOPLE ON FOOT FEEL RELAXED AND SAFE
Create a new Low Traffic Neighbourhood Fund so they 
become the default for residential areas across London

The future Mayor of London should continue to invest in a 
comprehensive programme of Low Traffic Neighbourhood 
schemes. These are networks of quieter streets where 
through traffic is filtered out and children play out, air pollution 
is lower, and walking and cycling are the natural choice 
for everyday journeys.  The evidence from Waltham Forest 
shows that Low Traffic Neighbourhoods work6; quality of 
life increases for everyone in places where motor vehicle 
through-traffic has been removed or reduced.  Experience 
also shows that such measures are highly cost-effective as 
they do not significantly add to congestion on main roads and 
people will walk and cycle an average of 41 minutes more per 
week where changes are made. 

PEOPLE CAN CROSS THE ROAD SAFELY
Improve our crossings and junctions, making sure there is 
a pedestrian crossing at every signalised junction

Almost three-quarters of deaths and serious injuries to 
pedestrians, cyclists and motorcyclists in London occur at 
junctions. Yet there are many junctions on both the Transport 
for London Road Network and on the borough network 
where pedestrian provision is needed. One in seven London 
crossings are out of date, no longer meeting TfL guidelines.

In line with the Vision Zero targets, the next Mayor should 
audit London’s crossings urgently to address safety issues. 
London’s crossings should ensure that everyone is able to 
cross the road directly, in a single stage, with minimal waiting 
time and sufficient time to get across. Quality standards 
should set out minimum requirements, including: 

• Crossing points should be located on pedestrian desire 
lines, for example, providing diagonal crossings at busy 
junctions;

• Staggered crossings should be the exception and 
signalised junctions should have a pedestrian phase on all 
arms of the junction;. 

• Waiting times should be kept to a minimum and should 
reflect safety of, and fairness for, people walking. 1 metre/
second should be the minimum time given to allow 
pedestrians of all ages and abilities to cross in safety and 
comfort – in line with Chapter 6 of the Traffic Signs Manual. 
Ideally the crossing speed would be 0.8m/s.
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THE CLIMATE EMERGENCY IS PRIORITISED AND 
PEOPLE CAN BREATHE CLEAN AIR
Reduce car, van and private hire vehicle and taxi journeys 
by an accelerated rate of 20%5 through a mixture of 
improvements to ensure people can access public 
transport on foot, and increase the cost of driving to 
reflect its real impact on all Londoners.

In London, everyone is breathing in toxic air with motor traffic 
a major cause. A radical change is needed to shift people 
out of their cars and on towards walking, cycling and public 
transport.  More than two million Londoners, including 
400,000 children, live in areas which exceed current air 
pollution limits7.  The Mayor’s Transport Strategy envisages 
traffic volumes falling by 12% by 2024 but that was before 
the declaration of a climate emergency. To achieve a 20% 
reduction by 2024, the future Mayor of London should now 
commit to:

• Extend the Ultra-Low Emission Zone to the 33 boroughs 
and M25;. 

• Be ready for next generation road charging by 2024;.

• Work with boroughs to remove and reallocate parking 
spaces to other uses (such as parklets, cycle hangars and 
other community assets);

• Increase Controlled Parking Zones and higher on-street 
parking charges across the Capital.
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FAMILIES CHOOSE TO WALK TO SCHOOL
Transform routes to school so they are safer, cleaner and 
less congested.

Routes to school should be transformed so more families 
choose to walk to and from school.  Walk to school behaviour 
change and accreditation programmes should be rolled 
out across the Capital, with a programme of School Streets 
schemes also being developed in parallel to cut congestion 
at school gates. Routes to school should be improved 
with street management, maintenance and lighting being 
prioritised in transport budgets. The new Mayor should adopt 
a more robust approach to vehicle speed by supporting 
moves to a default 20mph limit across the city and enforcing 
speed limits, so roads and neighbourhoods are safer for all.

PEOPLE FEEL THAT WALKING IS AN EASY OPTION
Support the creation of a Central London Walking 
Network with easy, attractive and low pollution routes– 
and extend this to other town centres across the Capital. 
Support boroughs moving to car-free areas.

Creating a network of improved walking routes to invite 
visitors, residents and workers to walk between transport 
interchanges and attractions, taking the pressure off public 
transport and reducing the reliance on private hire vehicles. 
A Central London Walking Network should be rolled out and 
then followed up with the creation of a network of walking 
routes to town centres across London, with a focus on the 
most deprived areas. TfL should work with boroughs to 
ensure investment in strategic walking routes to make them 
fit for purpose. Many cities and towns (Oslo, Barcelona, 
Brighton and York in the UK) are making large areas car-free, 
especially where there are large numbers of people on foot. 
The Mayor should support boroughs that develop car-free 
zones in London.
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1 londonair.org.uk

2 Sport England (2018)

3 Collision Data Extracts (2016 to 2018 average)

4 TfL (2019) 

5 The Mayor’s Transport Strategy envisages the proportion of 
journeys by cars, vans and private hire vehicles declining 
from 37% of 26.7 million per day in 2015 to 20% of 33 million 
in 2041. This means that car, van and private hire vehicle 
journeys are targeted to fall from 9.88m in 2015 per day 
to 6.6m in 2041. By 2024 car, van and private hire vehicle 
journeys should have declined by 12%; we are calling for 
them to fall by 20% (ie to 7.9m) by that date. Although this is 
expressed as a percentage, in reality it is the actual numbers 
of journeys by car, van and private hire vehicle that we aim to 
see reduced.

6 See Kings College study for Waltham Forest (2018) and 
Aldred (2019)

7 TfL

FOOTNOTES

To request A Manifesto for Walking in Welsh, email campaigns@livingstreets.org.uk
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https://www.londonair.org.uk/LondonAir/General/research.aspx
https://londonsport.org/physical-activity-stable-london-2018/
https://tfl.gov.uk/corporate/publications-and-reports/road-safety
http://content.tfl.gov.uk/casualties-in-greater-london-2018.pdf
https://walthamforest.gov.uk/sites/default/files/WalthamForest_KingsReportPA_Final_10092018.pdf
https://www.sciencedirect.com/science/article/pii/S0965856417314866
https://tfl.gov.uk/corporate/about-tfl/air-quality?cid=air-quality
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Living Streets (The Pedestrians’ Association) is a Registered Charity No. 1108448 (England and Wales) and SC039808 (Scotland). 
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